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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 25787 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRGFR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH INITIATIVE FOR OIL CONFERENCE 
REF: PARIS 25419 

1. FRENCH PRESS HAS ANNOUNCED, BASED ON OFFICIAL 
SOURCES, THAT GOF PLANS TO SEND ENVOYS TO OIL-PRODUCING 
COUNTRIES AND U.S. AS FOLLOWUP TO GISCARDS’S CALL FOR 
OIL PRICE CONFERENCE. EX-MINISTERS JEAN DE 
LIPKOWSKI AND ANDRE BETTENCOURT ARE TO GO IN NEAR 
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ENVOY WILL ALSO BE SELECTED FOR VISIT TO CARACAS. 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR PONIATOWSKI IS LIKEWISE EXPECTED 
TO DISCUSS QUESTION DURING HIS SCHEDULED VISIT TO 
ALGIERS IN LATE NOVEMBER. MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
ECONOMIC DIRECTOR BRUNET HAS BEEN NAMED TO GO TO 
WASHINGTON. 

2. COMMENT: BRUNET CONFIRMED TO ECON/COM MIN THAT 
HE WOULD BE MAKING THE TRIP TO WASHINGTON "AT THE 
REQUEST OF GISCARD", IN RESPONSE TO INDICATIONS 
GISCARD'S INITIATIVE HAD IRRITATED THE U.S. HE SAID 
HIS MISSION WOULD BE TO ATTEMPT TO DEMONSTRATE TO U.S. 
AUTHORITIES THE ADVANTAGES FOR THE U.S. AND FOR 
CONSUMERS GENERALLY OF GISCARD'S PROPOSAL FOR A 
CONSUMER-PRODUCER CONFERENCE. BRUNET SAID HE WOULD 
ARGUE THAT THERE WAS NO LIKELIHOOD THAT OIL PRICES 
COULD BE FORCED DOWN BY A COMBINATION OF CONSUMER 
UNITY AND DEMAND RESTRAINT AND THAT THE ONLY WAY TO 
ACCOMPLISH THIS WAS THROUGH A FRANK DIALOGUE WITH 
PRODUCERS IN WHICH THE CONSUMERS COULD DEMONSTRATE 
WITH FACTS AND FIGURES THE DISASTROUS EFFECT ON THE 
WORLD ECONOMY THE MAINTENANCE OF PRESENT PRICE LEVELS 
COULD BE EXPECTED TO HAVE. HE SAID HE EXPECTED TO GO 
TO WASHINGTON ON SATURDAY OR SUNDAY. (BRUNET'S OFFICE 
CALLED SUBSEQUENTLY TO SAY HE WOULD BE GOING TO 
WASHINGTON SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 3, AND WOULD BE AVAILABLE 
FOR MEETINGS AT THE DEPARTMENT ON MONDAY). 
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